Holding criminals account-
able for their crimes is the
highest priority of every pros-
ecutor in my office. Criminals
must be brought to justice,
but in doing so we must also

succeed in addressing the
needs of crime victims. As
Maricopa County Attorney, I am committed to
ensuring that every crime victim who has suffered
financial hardship directly at the hands of a crimi-
nal receives restitution from the offender.

By paying restitution as part of a criminal sen-
tence, offenders face a constant and significant
reminder of the damage they have caused to their
victims. Victims, in turn, can begin to return to a
normal life when they are reimbursed for the
financial harm they have endured.

The Victim Advocates of the Maricopa County
Attorney’s Office are dedicated to putting these
principles into action by assisting crime victims.
They are trained experts who help victims receive
the justice they deserve and the compensation they
rightfully warrant.

Please review the information in this brochure to
learn how the process of restitution can help vic-
tims begin to redress the harm caused by criminals.

Andrew P. Thomas

Maricopa County Attorney

Sincerely,
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ANDREW THOMAS
County Attorney



What is Restitution?

The financial burdens resulting from a crime can
create enormous hardships for victims. In recogni-
tion of this, Arizona law requires the courts to
order convicted persons to pay restitution for vic-
tims’ out-of-pocket losses that are directly related
to the crime.

The goal of the criminal justice system is to iden-
tify and hold accountable those individuals who
break laws. Restitution helps attain this goal.

If you have incurred losses resulting from the
crime committed, it is important for you to
understand how the restitution process works.

After the defendant has been found guilty, the
Judge will request that the probation department
prepare a pre-sentence report. This report discuss-
es the defendant’s life and any other crimes he/she
may have committed and will contain a recom-
mendation for a specific sentence. Included in this
report is a breakdown of incurred losses, including
what Victim Compensation and the victim’s insur-
ance company paid. Restitution is typically ordered
for property loss, medical, counseling, funeral
expenses, and lost wages. Victims must have docu-
mentation and be prepared to submit receipts and
written estimates to the Pre-Sentence Investigator
for restitution they are requesting,

Court ordered restitution must be paid by the con-
victed criminal to the Clerk of the Court who for-
wards it to the victim. You must keep your address
updated with the Criminal Financial Obligations
(C.EO.)) section and any changes must be reported
in writing,

If the offender has been terminated from pro-
bation or released from prison and still owes
restitution, you may want to contact Inmate
Banking or pursue the matter civilly.

After Restitution is Ordered

Offenders sentenced to prison: If the offender is
sentenced to the Arizona Department of
Corrections (DOC) and ordered to pay restitution,
Arizona law provides that 30% of the prisoner’s
earnings shall be allotted for court ordered restitu-
tion. If the prisoner is allowed to work and
ordered to pay restitution, an account is set up by
Inmate Banking and monies are sent to the Clerk’s
office for distribution to the victim.

* When contacting Inmate Banking, you will
need the inmate’s Arizona Department of

Corrections Number, or full name and date of
birth.

* Inmates are not required to work. If they do not
work, monies will not be taken.

¢ Inmates rarely earn more than 50 cents per
hour.

¢ The court order must read that 30% of the
prisoner’s earnings while incarcerated will be
applied toward restitution.

* The prisoner must be serving a sentence on the
case for which you were ordered restitution.

Offenders sentenced to probation: If the offender
is sentenced to probation and ordered to pay resti-
tution, restitution will be paid as a condition of
probation. Restitution payments are paid to the
clerk of the court, who then mails the payments to
the victim. If payments are not being received by
the victim and are 60 to 90 days delinquent, the
victim will need to contact the Adult Probation

Department, Victim Services Unit for the assigned
Probation Officer.

* The probationer’s payment schedule is calculat-
ed from the amount of restitution to be paid,
the offender’s ability to pay, and the amount
of time the offender is expected to be under
probation supervision.

* Many officers do not consider the offenders
delinquent unless they are behind in payment
for at least 60 days.

* If restitution is still owed at the end of the
probation term, the Officer may recommend
the extension of the probationary period to
the court.

Resources
Adult Probation Department . ... (602) 506-3581

Probation Department

Victim Services Unit ........... (602) 372-8286
Criminal Financial

Obligations (C.EO.) ........... (602) 506-8621
Superior Court Collections ... ... (602) 506-0073
Department of Corrections

Victim Notification ............ (602) 542-1853
Department of Corrections

Inmate Banking ............... (602) 255-1163
Victim Restitution and

Community Helpline ........... (602) 372-8286
Department of Corrections . . ... (602) 542-5536



